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PREFACE 


| COD Reader here I do not elk 
Of balls. and bears, and lions fell, 
And dragons which atiright men; 
Of Fortunatus and his purſe, 
Of Pacolet and his wooden horſe, 
Nor ladies which delight men. 


Don Quixotte s mills we do not ſpeak of, 
Magic enchanttnents we do not treat of, . 
EKEing Oberon and his fairies; p 
| Mandeville's Travels we omit, 

As for our ſubject nothing fit, 


But what you find here rare is. 


Tis witty Jeſts, ſome old, ſome new, 
The major part are very true, 
As you may find hereafter ; 
Pray hold your ſides before you read, 
For 1 do ſay, without good he2d, 
You'll burſt your ſides with Jaughtsy. 
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| Ar OE T meeting ſome Serjeants © 
0 the Compter whom he knew, they 
aſked him to drink, which he accepted.— 
Then one of them aſked: him if he would eat ? 
He thankfully anſwered, Ves. So they ſent 
for ſome roaſt beef, of which he ate heartily, 
every now and then crying, They were the 
ues of the nation! which they took particu- 
lar notice of; and as ſoon as he had eat his 
fill, deſired him to explain his meaning. 
Truly, faid he, I did ſay you were the pillar 
ef the nation, but I meant the Caterpillars 
At which they were much aſhamed, 
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Another Poet having the ſole of his ſhoe 
looſe, went te borrow a knife to cut it off, 
where he met one of his acquaintance, who 


aſked him how his body did? Truly, faid he, 
my body is well, but my ſole is in a bad 


way, and J fear [ ſhall loſe it. At which his 
friend was amazed, and bid him not deſpair, 
With that the poet held up his foot, and 


ſhewed him his ſole, at which his friend 


laughed, and made him drink for his jeſt's 


1 
ſake. 1 | 1 


A man uſed to call his wife Warming-. 


Pan, and made her go to bed. firſt in the 
winter, to warm his place, and then turned 


2 


2 


her into the cold. At which ſhe was vexed, 


and vowed revenge. So to bed ſhe went 
one night, and very orderdly beſhit it. Bye- 
and-bye he comes, bidding her turn out, 
and lying down, was ſo beſmeared, that you 


might have ſmelt him down ſtairs. On which 


he cried out, You have beſhit the bed. But 


ſhe anſwered, It was only a cinder dropped 


from the Warming Fan. | 


One 


1 , tore tw,” 


One having a daughter married very young, || 
told her, ſhe would be invited to chriſtenings 
and burials with others, and ſhe muſt obſerve, 
+ that when the wine has gone two or three | 
times about, the women will-begin to prattle, || « 
and talk merrily, and you muft not fir like a4 
child as you uſed to do, but you muſt find 
| Jome diſcourſe or other. So it happened, 
that in a ſhort time fne was invited out to a 
chtiſtening, and finding her mother's words 
true, ſhe reſolved to ſay ſomething, but ſhe 
knew not what. At laſt, ſhe jogged the next 
woman, ſaying, Pray madam, had your mo- 
| ther ever a child? The other anſwered, Ho] 
| do you think I came here elſe ? O, I cry 
pu mercy, aid ſhe, indeed” 1 meant your 
F grahdfather. This expreſſion ſet them all in 
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k aving lain for moſt part of the 
vight along with another man's wife, got up 
very early next morning to go home, and it 
being in the dark, miſtook, putting on one 
| of her red ſtockings, inſtead of his own, 
Which was a grey one. But by that time he 
| get home it was broad day light; ſo his wife 
= ſoon 
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ſoon perceived the red ſtockings. How now, | 


quoth ſhe, how came you by this red fteck- | 
Ing? Alas! ſaid he, I was waſhing myſelt 


laſt night with a ſoldier, and it being in che 
dark, put on one of his red ſtockings inſtead | 
of my own. And ſoon the poor woman was 
deceived. « 


One man talking with another concerning; 


murders, the other taid to him, Surely men 


were drunk, when they committed ſuck cryel | 


actions. Aye, ſaid the other, but he that 


kills a man when he 1 is drunk, muſt be hang | 


cd for i it when he is ſober. 


A perſon going to market to buy himſelf 
a cheeſe, he aſked a countryman the price of 
ene; who anſwered ſeven groats.----Na, 
ſays the other, I will only give vou half a; 
crown. Well, replied the coumrz man, 1 


will not ſtand with you. So he gives him 


half a crown, and immediately ran home- 
wards with great ſpeed. His wife ſee ing him 


thus. puff and blew, aſked him what was the 
matter? He ſaid, The man aſked me ſeven 


groats for his cheeſe, but J have cunningly 
2 popped 
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[popped him off with 'half 4. croun, 494: td 
came home to tel] you. 


One being but newly married, fell out 
nk his wife, who called him a Cuckold 
which expreſſion fretted him ſorely, and at laſt 
| he ſaid, How the devil came ſhe to know that 
1 was a cuckold? Now I ſhall be told of 1 Ic 
panciently. 


A gentleman being belated upon? the road, 

| 5 up his abode at an inn which was on the 
road, where he perceived a young, and very, 
Bandfome woman, matched to a feeble old 
man, and minding her youth and his age, he 
immediately put on the boldneſs to alk her 
for a trial of Kill, to which ſhe very readily 
gave her conſeas; if he could find out a con- 
- yenient place. So, in fhort, they both agreed 
upon 4 houſe of eaſement, unto which they 
Went, and were there both very buſy.----In 
a interim, the old man had an 5 to 
there, but finding the door was ſhut, and 
aſteaed, he boldly aſked who was there? 


[The perſon within anſwered, A friend. -O- 
pen the door then, ſays the old man. No, 
aid the ether, I am very buſy. Aye, ſaid 


he, 
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he, but there are two holes in che place. Te 


is true, ſaid he, I am in one, and the other is 
beſhit. | | 


A young flaſhy ſpark telling a very er 
ble ſtory, his companions would not believe 
it, which ſo much enraged him, that ho haſti- | 


ly cried out, As I am a fon of a. whore, it is 
true. 5 «vi 


One man aſked another, how he would 
do to know his owh wife from another wo- 
man, if ſhe and ſome others were to be put 
into a room ſtark naked, and he among 
them blindfolded? - He made anfwer, that 
he knew not. Why then, ſaid he, I will ref 
you. How? replies he again. Why, ſaid 


he, ſtick a clove of garllick 1 in her a and 
ſmell to it. 
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A man being ſo very talkative, that no one! 
could be heard in the company, but himfelt,| 
one of the company told hun, that he ima- 
gined he had been very ill bred. He then 
anſwered, That he had been very well edu- 
cated. The other then aſked him, if he had 
ever read of the eleventh perſecution ? 

Noy 


1 
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Ne, replied: he, but I * heard of ten; and, | 
pray what is 5 eleventh? Why, (aid che 
other, chat is, for a perſon td be bound hand 


and foot, and — to death by ſuch afoot. 
Las thou art. 


One, whoſe name. was- Jeremiah; coming 
nome deſperately drunk, crept in at the bed's 
teet, and at laſt he came up to his wife's bum, 
where he immediately fell to buzzing and 
muzzing, like one that was mad; inſomuch, 
chat he awaked his wife out of a very ſound 
geep; who gueſling him to be drunk, accord- 
ing to his uſual cuſtom, ſhe cried out, Jeremy, 
Jeremy, you are in the wrong hole, Jeremy. 
And with he. was jeered ever after to his 
uns Wy: 1 = 


A wanton, wild young fellow, having had 
a very great number of handſome ſweethearts, 
perſuaded them to lie with him, and then he 
would leave them: But meeting with one 
who was cunning, and would not condeſcend 
to his deſire, he immediately married her; 
Jang” om the marriage night he told his bride, 
ITtrat had ſhe ever yielded to his Juſt, he 
would never have married ber, Aye, Tad | 


"os 
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ſhe, indeed I was. pretty well aſſured of that: 
for I: have been ſerved fo. divers of times be- 
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A. young. fpendthrift heir, oſten heating 
that an old rich unele of his was. dead, . whole? 
eſtate he was to inherit, was (till diſappointed? 
in his hope, by the falſity of the report; and 
at laſt he ſwore, with a terrible great oath, 
That he would never believe his uncle was 
dead, until he had aſſerted it. by his on hand 
„„ ͤòwb-»3-»“g.s 0 

Some gentlemen coming to the houſe ef a. 
friend, he treated them with ſome of his o 
drink, which was very flat; but one of the 
corapany praiſedãt highly, and being aſked the 
reaſon, he ſaid, that we ought always to ſpeak: 
well of the dead. OO ELD i= 
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A brazen: faced baggage went before a 
magiſtrate, and complained, that a certain 
young man would have raviſhed her. So the 
Fuftice aſked her, if he had tied any part of 
her body? She ſaid, he did tie her hands, but; | 
as for her legs, {he kept them as wide as'Cver | 
the could, | * 


(* 12+ ); 


| Another woman falling out with her boſorn 
Friend, complained to the Juſtice againſt him; 
That he would have forced her. pen 
Nhich the old Juſtice ſaid to her, You have 
been familiar together a great while, and did 
the never offer to do it before? Tes, ſir, faid 
the, he has done it twenty times, but then 1 


icenſented, but now he would do 1 it whether 3: 
pwould or not, | 


|: A father ſaid t to his ſon, What i is your new 
married wife quick already ? Yes, ſaid he, a 
pox take her, ſhe is too quick, for we have 
been married but a month, and ſhe is ready to 
lie in. ; N 

* f 


En gentleman, who was once committed 
| priſoner to the Tewer of London, being again 
enlarged, was walking along, and a beggar 
that had long known him, followed him, and 
begged very heartily of him, ſaying, Sir, you 
| know that you and I have been in all the pri- 
ſons in London. You lie, firrah, ſaid the 
gentleman, I was never in any but the Tow- 
A O fir, ſaid he, and I have been in all the 
12 Et 3 | 
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Two men entering into a diſcourſe {bout 
their wives, one ſaid, He had a very good! 
woman, but ſhe had a bad property, which! 
was, that ſhe would fart in bed, and ftink! 
confoundedly., O fie! ſaid the other, it is 
not right to diſcover one's wife's ſecrets; for 
my wife ſhits in it commonly, and I never 
ſpeak a word of it. wr £ 0 4 
Is + 4 3 4 * a 


That learned and moſt ingenious authon 

Sir Richard Steel, who was by birth an Iriſn- 
man, being once aſked to what cauſe he could 
attribute his countrymen's frequently making 
ſo many blunders in ſpeaking ? he anſwered 
He could not account for it, but he ſuppoſed, 
if an Engliſhman was born there, he would 
make as many. 


— 


An arch, but unlucky boy, told his grand- 
mothei, That there were but he, ſhe, and the} 
cat in the houſe, and a curſe take one ef us, 
ſaid he.—O, you vile rogue, ſaid ſhe, what! 
do you curſe my cat?—No, ſaid he.---What, 
do you cure me, then? ſaid ſhe. Lou may 
be ſure I do not cutſe myſelf, grandmother, 
ſaid he. 
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it came out. 
3 * 


n (elderly woman coming out of the coun- 
ry wich the carrier, had, as nature requireth, 
very great occaſion to ceaſe her body; when 
phe was eſpied by a country bumpkin, who 
leteeping till he got cloſe under a thick hedge, 
hien ſhe thought was convenient for that: 
purpoſe, he aſked her, Why ſhe fat there and 
Raid, and did not cackle? O, ſaid ſhe, for fear 
that you ſhould find out wy act, and * | 


£687. * | 1 | 
bas b , ITE + 
þ very jocular-gentleman, riding alone, o- 


een a briſk country laſs, and breaking of 
wind, he 431d to the girl, Here is to thee, 


Ihocerheart,. letting a 125 fürt. 1 thank You, 


| 
| 
t 
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ſir, ſaid ar A let ee Tok 
then, quoth he, here is to you again, pre 
Ma Then ſke fays, Code, [in put *. | 
bout, let us have the other touch. Truly 
ſaid the gentleman, I cannot drink · any mores 
Why, then, pray ſir, ſaid ſhe, be pleaſed to 


kiſs my cup. 


e 
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A pettifogging attorney once aſked. a gen- 
tleman what honefty was? What is that 60 
you, ſaĩd he, meddle with things that concern 

you. | 


= 
14 


| | e 
A rakiſh young fellow in the country, after 
having ah affair of love with à girl who lived 
in the neighbourhoed, cried, What ſhall we 
do, Beſs, if you prove with child? O, very 
well, faid ſhe, far I am ta be married to- mor- 
1 1 H J - © 


row. N 
0 L 312 
; drunken fellow. carrying his wife's bible to 
| pawn for a quartern of gin, the man of the 
' | houſe refuſed to take it.---What a pox, ſaid. 
4 the fellow, will neither my word, nor the | 


word of God paſs. wich yau ? 
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a . Tridaman, 8 che vs a ſtately ſa⸗ 
brick of St. Paulis, aſked, Whether it was 
ik m England, or rough in 4 A5 an 
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A certain perſon was continually telling 
people to kiſs his arſe, upon which, another 
told him, He was like the picture of the ſnake 
in the almanack, for he abways had his tail in 
bis mouth. | 


* 1 , . 
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An Iriſhman having a looking glaſs in his 
hand, ſhut his eyes, and placed i it before his 
0 face; another aſked him, Why he did fo ? 
Upon my foul, ſays Teague, it is to ſee how 


i 1 ook when 1 am ACP bo 
. . 


[- An Saiten of Ireland; being one night 

| in the pit, belonging to the playhouſe in 
Dublin, the orange girl ſtriding over his 
back, he put his hand under her petticoats.— 
| Nay y, Mr. Exciſeman, ſaid ſhe, you will find 


— = 


— - 
— 


no goods there but what have been 2 en- 
4 


tered. 


A lady ſeeing 0 gentleman dance, tound 
great fault with W and ſaid that he ſtraddled 


bx 0 
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too much. O Madam, replied the gallant, 
if you had that between your, legs that 1 have,” 


you would ſtraddle a, great dea | more 1 = 
ye 


5 «th 


An Iridumdn makin love to an x Engliſh. 
lady, told her, he ro not m for dream- 
ing of ner. : 


Two men POS together, one of them 
aſked. the other, hoẽ-w- his wife did; Truly. 
ſays he, ſhe has lately had a miſchance, and 
is not well. Piſh, ad the other, that is no- 
thing, for my wife had three together. Hew 
can that be? ſaid the other. Why thus it 
was: My wife had a looſeneſs; then having 
an occaſion one night for the chamber · pot, 
which was an earthen one, ſitting a little clo. 
ſer than uſual, ſhe broke the pot, cut her arſe, | 
and beſhit the bed; and I think they were 
three great miſchances. 7 


A man went to affront a Doctor of Phyſic, 7 
and aſked his advice concerning his wife; for, 
ſaid he, ſhe is very much troubled with farts | 


ing in her ſleep. The Doctor perceiving the 
affront, 


[ py N 1 oy 5 1 
| 
Len, faid, 1 will conſider awhile, and then 
give you an anſwer. So fetching two or three 
turns about the room, muſing how he might 
be even with the other; at laſt he ſays, I can 


| eafily tell you the reaſon, which is, you half 


(ſtarved your poor wiſe, inſomuch, tnat ſhe is 
at preſent quite hide bound, ſo chat every time 
| | her eyes ſhut her arſe opens; which was tit for 
| | tat, ; 


| 


E 
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went into a cook's ſhop, and called for twelve 
penny loaves, which were accordingly brought 
to him; but he wanted drink more than 1C- 
tuals, and ſo he called for a pot of drink, and 


— 
— 


| | thus he did, until his thirſt was quite ſatisfied; 


A Vorher aan an ox * the market, 
the ox proved to be very unruly, and ran from 
the butcher. One running after him, who 
happened to be a taylor, the 3 cried 
out, Turn the ox, turn the ox. You fool, 
| aid the taylor, it is my buſineſs to turn cloaths, 
and not to turn en A Y 


3 A man, who was ſo unfortunate a5 to haye 
| no money, and was almoſt choaked with thirſt, | 


then gave the man a penny loaf for it; and 


nd 


ſe 


* 


and gave for every pennyworth ef drink a 
pennyworth of bread; and ſo being very full, 
up he gets, and was for going away. No, 
no, ſtay, quoth the cook, who payeth me for 

- | vovr drink? Why, ſaid he, did not I give you 

3 e of bread for your pennyworth 
of drink? Aye, but who pays me for the 
bread then? Why, ſays he, have you not got 
your bread back again.? 1 | 


A gentleman's ſon came up to London to 
be bound as an apprentice, After he had: 
been ſome conſiderable time bound, he was 
In want of ſhirts. So one dey having a fit op- 
I portunity, ke ſpoke to his miſtrefs, telling her 
» | that he wanted ſome ſhirts. She told him, 
that ſhe would go to the draper's the next day, 
and would then buy him ſome locram. Lo- 
e | cram! ſaid he, we do not uſe to wear locram 
. ſhirts in the country. No, ſaid ſne, what 
„e then? Linen, quoth he. At which ſte laugh- 


ad | A man being very ſuddenly taken ill, he |} 
d; [ſent in great haſte for ſome brandy ; | ut the 
nd ncfſenger ſtaying, the. ſick man fell into a 

| Paſſion, 


or Kr 261 )) 


S paſſion,” ſaying, he might have been ten 
times dead. in that ſpace. 
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| 1 countryman, who 1 been foreibly 

preſſed for a ſoldier, was engaged in a fight, 
and at his return, being aſked, What richly" 
] acts he had performed | in battle? He anſwer= 
ed, he had cut off one of the enemy's legs. 
O, faid the ether ro him, it had been much 


more like a man if you had cut off his head, 
| ©, laid No, that Was off * 


, A Doctor of Phy Ge ufvally falured: all the 
| people met with theſe words, I am very glad” 


do ſee you well. At laſta perſon told him to 


| ly ſure it muſt be ill on his ſide. 


9 * 


An old woman lying fick, a prieſt came to 
her, te read ſomething that might, be com- 


fortable to her. Then he aſked her what he 
I ſhould read to her? She ſaid Matrimony ; for, 
Laid ſhe, there never was any thing more com- 


fortable 


* . . 
- 
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| his face, That if he was well, he was certain · 


'S 
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21 
fortable to me than that was in my youth, and 
may may 2t * be ſo 1 in my old age? 


A woman being aſked by her landlord how 
many children ſhe had ? "he anſwered ſix- 


teen. But how many have you alive? ſaid | 


he. —Troly, fir, I cannot tell you; bur I will 
reckon. Let me ſee, there is my ſon Willi= 


am, as like his father as can be; and there is 


another great booby rogue, who 1s as like 708 
as one puppy is like another. 


A milking CITY going over a ſtile, accl- 


dentally, ſpilc her milk. O, ſaid ſhe, I had 
rather have loſt my maidenhead ; for that is 
recoverable, ſince I have loſt it a great many 
times with pleaſure ; but my milk is quite 


4 


One being adviſed to venture e ſomething | 


in a lottery, he ſaid, No; for there were none | 


but cuckolds had good luck in it. His wife 


hearing that, ſaid, Try huſband, try, and 1 


will warrant you as good ſucceſs as any that | 
ever ventured, 


1 


. | ; * * ö 
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A eraſty perſon being over head and ears in 
debt, and threatened hard by his creditors, 
chat they would catch him if he was above 
W ground, he got into the cellar, and there lay 
with his rapſter, and being reproved for his fo 
doing, he told them he lay there, becauſe it 
Vas under ground, and they durſt not break 
cheir oaths, having ſwore they would have 
| him if he was above ground. a 


| A gentleman that uſed to be very ſmart in 
his repartees, once had in his hat a very fine 
i gallant and rich favour of gold and ſilver rib- 
bon, which fome young ladies had a vaſt mind 
to, if they could get it handſomely, and with- 
cout their begging it. And ſo one of them ſaid 
to him, Sir, you have got a very fine favour 
in your hat, and fo they faid all. Pray, ma- 
dam, faid he to the firſt, tell me truly, do you 
like t?—Yes, indeed, Sir, faid ſhe.—Why 
W' then, ſaid he, if you had not liked it, I would] 
have flung it into the fire ; but ſince you fayſ 
| you do like it, I proteſt I like it the better 
and will keep it for your ſake, —- 


W 5 A drunkard 
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A drunkard having but one of his eyes left 
with drinking, was adviſed by his phyſicians 
to leave off tippling, or elſe he would loſe the 
other eye. In faith, ſays he, I cate not if I 


do, tor I confeſs ingenouſly, though I have 
ſeen enough, I have not drank enough. | 


A tradeſman being about to go abroad, his 
wife ſtanding near him, putting on her new 
cap, deſired him firſt to go up ſtairs. with her 
where ſhe required him to perform a fond huſ- 
band's part, which as ſoon as he had done, ſhe 
gave him a kiſs, and faid, Methinks, - Johnz 
you were in a fine caſe to go abroad; do you 
think chat you was net? | 


A fine gentleman coming into a room, in 
which a very beautiful chambermaid was a 
elear ſtarching and clapping her lady's linen, 
he was extraordinary kind in his actions 
to her; and ſhe in order to ſhew hegwilling- 
neſs, kept clapping her hands over his back 
all the time that he was doing his buſineſs, 
as if ſhe was ftill clapping her linen, to pre- 


vent 


. 


vent my lady hearing who was then! in cle 
| next room. "I's ons OF 
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A very $M n gentleman meeting his ſe 175 
vant maid, who was very hahdfome, when 
alone, making a bed, fain would have laid 
her down to have a trial of {kill with her, but 
the reliſted, faying, ſhe wondered he would 
offer any uch thing. He eagert aid, "fleſh 
and blood could not forbear. But his wife 
being in the next room, ſhe overheard, and 
4 _ replied, IN fi 27 bones Ty 
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